




 
Testimony Before The 

Senate Committee on Water and Land 
IN SUPPORT OF HB 1019 HD 2 

Monday, March 15, 2021, 1:00PM, Room 229 
 
We are Kevin Chang and Miwa Tamanaha we are the Co-Directors of Kua‘āina Ulu ʻAuamo (or 
KUA). KUA works to empower grassroots rural and Native Hawaiian mālama ʻāina groups – 
fishers, farmers and families- to celebrate their places and pass on their traditions to better 
Hawaiʻi and achieve ‘āina momona— an abundant, productive ecological system that supports 
community well-being. 
 
KUA generally supports HB 1019 HD 2.  This bill authorizes the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources to collect non-resident user fees for the use and enjoyment of the State's 
ocean resources.  
 
KUA works to empower communities to improve their quality of life through caring for their 
environmental heritage together. We employ a community‐driven approach that currently 
supports a network of more than 36 mālama ʻāina community groups collectively referred to as 
E Alu Pū (moving forward together), 38 fishpond projects and practitioners called the Hui 
Mālama Loko Iʻa, and a growing hui of Limu practitioners all from across our state. 
 
A primary function of KUA includes development of an ʻauwai, a stream of resources tools, 
bridges and networks that help to cultivate and take our communities’ work to greater levels of 
collective impact.  A core source of the flow in this ʻauwai includes building the capacity within 
and between the state and communities to better care for Hawaiʻi’s resources together. An 
Ocean Stewardship Fee program would help address the increasing challenge of responsibly 
caring together for Hawai‘i’s marine ecosystem and the important services it provides for current 
and future generations. 
 
Our state depends on healthy marine systems; they feed us, protect our shorelines, support and 
sustain cultural practices, and ensure economic vitality. For the last century ocean recreation 
users and visitors have enjoyed Hawaii’s abundant ocean resources with no direct contribution 
to their care and vitality. This bill provides a pathway to generate needed user and visitor 
revenue to help fund marine resource restoration, conservation, and education. We are of 
course excited that this support will also boost government and community capacity to better 
collaborate in our care for the ocean. 
 
Indeed, other island nations as you know have begun to do similar.  
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify.  
 
Aloha ʻĀina Momona. 
 

(I

KIINRINA l.lI.ll ‘AIIAMO
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2 

enhancement of marine resources, this measure could generate substantial revenues to 
protect and perpetuate the ocean environment upon which our islands depend.  

Therefore, OHA urges the Committee to PASS HB1019 HD2. Mahalo nui loa for 
the opportunity to testify on this measure. 





management measure intended to conserve, restore, and enhance marine resources 
under the jurisdiction of the State; 

     (2)  Develop and carry out restoration and compensatory mitigation measures for 
impacts to the marine environment, including impacts to the marine environment from 
federal or state permitted actions, or violations of subtitle 5 of title 12 or any rule 
adopted thereunder; and 

     (3)  Install, maintain, and replace day use mooring buoys and other infrastructure to 
reduce impacts to the marine ecosystem. 

Please pass this Bill! Mahalo! 

Hawaii Reef and Ocean Coalition (by Ted Bohlen) 

 





http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=WTL
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Late Testimony – In Support 
March 15, 2021 
 
COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 
Re: HB 1019, HD2 RELATING TO OCEAN STEWARDSHIP  
Hearing: Monday, March 15, 2021, 1:00 PM 
 
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of WTL:  

Mālama Pūpūkea-Waimea (MPW) is a Hawaiʻi non-profit organization 
founded on the North Shore of Oʻahu in 2005.  Our mission is 
“working to replenish and sustain the natural and cultural resources 
of the Pūpūkea and Waimea ahupua‘a for present and future 
generations through active community stewardship, education, and 
partnerships.”  Our stewardship and education efforts have focused 
on the Pūpūkea Marine Life Conservation District (MLCD), one of only 
three MLCDs on Oʻahu.   
 
We strongly support HB1019 HD2, which establishes the ocean 
stewardship special fund and ocean stewardship user fee for the 
collection and use of moneys for the conservation, restoration, and 
enhancement of the State's marine resources.   

Through grants, donations, volunteer time, and sheer hard work for 
nearly two decades, our organization - like many others statewide - 
has donated the equivalent of millions of dollars worth of community 
stewardship support to protect the marine resources of the Pūpūkea 
MLCD.  We support the State doing more to fulfill its kuleana as the 
primary public trustee of this resources.  This bill will help.  The 
community-DLNR partnership provides the best solution for the long-
term protection, and abundance of, our ocean resources. 
 
Especially now with decreasing budgets and inceasing demand for 
marine resources, DLNR needs additional revenue sources dedicated 
to marine conservation.  User fees that directly connected to 
investment in the resources being used and enjoyed makes a lot of 
common sense, more supported by users, and much needed.  This bill 
helps the State and all communities who are providing volunteer 
ocean stewardship key funding toward attainment of Hawaiʻi’s 
important “30x30” goal.  

Please support the bill and move it along!  Mahalo nui and best 
regards,  

 

Denise Antolini, President, MPW 
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Post Office Box 188 
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